Visceral ischemia secondary to gastric dilatation: a rare complication of Nissen fundoplication.
Antireflux operations are now commonly performed for severe gastroesophageal reflux with life-threatening presentations like recurrent aspiration pneumonia and apnea. We report a child who presented 2 years after Nissen fundoplication with jejunal volvulus resulting in massive gastric dilatation, gastric rupture, pneumoretroperitoneum, pneumomediastinum, and severely compromised circulation to the lower extremities. Because of the intense intraabdominal pressure from the gastric dilatation, there was severe ischemia of the pancreas, duodenum, small bowel, colon, and gallbladder. We suggest that gastrointestinal symptoms in a child who has had Nissen fundoplication should be promptly evaluated to avoid delay in recognition of acute gastric dilatation and to prevent a fatal outcome.